
Caring for Your Senior Pet

A lthough having a pet is a lifetime responsibility, caring for an aging pet is rarely the  
first thing on your mind when you choose to add a new animal companion to the 
family. Yet aging is a natural part of all life, and our animal companions are no

exception. Fortunately, there are many things you can do—throughout your pet's lifetime—
to make his or her golden years as rewarding and comfortable as possible. 

Pets do not get a Golden Buckeye Card when they reach a certain age to designate them
as a "Senior," so when is a pet considered senior? Just as with people, it varies by the indi-
vidual. In general, the age of seven is frequently used to designate a pet as senior, but
some smaller animals are still spry at 10 and into their early teens and some larger breeds
of dogs are considered senior as young as five. It is important to remember that each ani-
mal is unique, so being attuned to your pet's demeanor and health throughout his or her
life will allow you to notice age-related changes in your pet. 

As pets age, they experience many of the same problems that humans face: obesity due to
a less active lifestyle, decline in vision and hearing, susceptibility to kidney disease, heart 
disease, diabetes, arthritis and other age-related illnesses, and increasingly, cancer. They are
also less tolerant of changes in their environment and stress, often need to relieve them-
selves more frequently and require more rest throughout the day and during playtimes. 

The most important thing you can do for your older pet is to take him or her to the veteri-
narian for an annual check up. At the appointment, the vet should perform a thorough
physical exam, including blood tests, to help identify any irregularities that may signify a
current or future health problem. You should also have the veterinarian examine any lumps
or bumps that may be on your pet.  Most pets do well staying on a regular adult pet food,
but if you have questions or concerns about your pet's diet you should bring them up as
well. Your veterinarian can help you determine the best strategy to make your pet's senior
years as rewarding as possible. 

In addition to an annual exam by a veterinarian, you should be aware of your pet's behav-
ior so that any changes that may indicate a problem can be diagnosed and treated quickly.
Some things to look for include: sudden weight loss or gain, significant increase or decrease
in appetite, repeated vomiting, diarrhea that lasts longer than three days, blood in stool or
urine, change in elimination habits, difficulty in passing stool or urine, decrease in activity
level, any open sores or scabs that last longer than a week, and any lumps or bumps. If you
notice any of these situations, you should take your pet to a veterinarian as soon as possi-
ble.

There are many things you can do to improve the quality of life for your senior pet at home
as well. Because many older animals have difficulty grooming themselves, it may be neces-
sary to brush your pet regularly and make sure that their toenails are kept trim. These
grooming sessions can also offer a great way to bond with your pet and give you the
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Fall is my favorite time of the year. I love the cooler temperatures, the color-
ful leaves and the sense that the holidays are right around the corner. It is a time to
break out the sweaters and throw a log on the fireplace while enjoying a nice hot
cup of spiced apple cider. 

Fall is also the season of festivities. Kicking it all off is the ultimate night for
fright, Halloween. My husband and I enjoy sitting outside on trick-or-treat night,
sipping hot chocolate and handing out sweets and treats to the costumed neigh-
borhood children. We choose to sit outside so we do not have to worry about our
cats attempting to escape during the barrage of masked ghouls. It is our way to
enjoy the evening, without adding any stress on our pets (who also find the sound
of the doorbell incredibly frightening!) In this issue, we offer some more advice for
making your Halloween as frightfully festive as possible—without scaring your pets
in the process.

October also marks another special occasion. National Feral Cat Day is
October 16. A program of Alley Cat Allies, a national feral cat advocacy organiza-
tion, National Feral Cat Day focuses on highlighting the plight of this often over-
looked and misunderstood feline population. Whether you have never heard the
term feral cat, or whether you currently feed a colony of feral cats, there are many
ways to get involved, beginning with becoming informed of the issues these cats
face on a daily basis. I encourage you to first read the facts about feral cats in this
issue and then to visit Alley Cat Allies website for more information on how you
can help. [Locally, Colony Cats (www.ColonyCats.org) has done much work on
behalf of the feral cat population.]

Finally, I hope you find something fun to do on the calendar of events
page. What better way to show your commitment to the animals in the communi-
ty than supporting the organizations working on their behalf (while getting a jump
start on your holiday shopping in the process)!
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From the Editor:

"You can say any foolish thing to a dog, and
the dog will give you a look that says, 'My

God, you're right! I never would've 
thought of that!'"

~ Dave Barry
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opportunity to examine him for any unusual lumps. You should
also monitor your pet's dental health and brush his teeth regu-
larly to help prevent any illnesses that may result from bacteria
entering the body through infected gums. 

Another way to make your pet feel at home is to keep his or
her favorite places as accessible as possible. If your dog is used
to sleeping on the bed but can't make the jump anymore, con-
sider purchasing or making stairs so he can still relax in his
favorite spot. If your cat loves to sit on the windowsill, place a
stool or stairs nearby to help her enjoy the view. Many older
pets prefer a calmer, quieter environment. You can help create
a quiet sanctuary for your pet by placing a special bed or blan-
ket in a location that he frequents. 

Keeping older pets active and engaged mentally can also have
a positive effect on the aging process. Spend time playing with
your pet and pique her curiosity. Encourage her to be active by
going for walks, but keep the activities within her comfort
zone. Walks may need to be shorter and slower to accommo-
date arthritic or disabled pets. 

Aging is an unavoidable part of life, but it also gives you the
opportunity to strengthen your bond with your older animal
companions. By giving them attention, care and comfort, you
can make their golden years their best years yet.

continued from page 1

It is that time of year when ghosts and goblins come knocking
on your door demanding treats or playing tricks. Unfortunately,
dogs do not understand the meaning of Halloween, and can be
frightened by the loud noises and strange costumes, resulting in
uncharacteristic behavior. Be sensitive to your dog's safety by fol-
lowing these tips:

Keep yyour ddog rrestrained—It's best to put him in a separate
room, away from the front door. If you allow your dog at the
front door, keep him restrained on a leash. A dog's behavior
when he sees children in masks can be very unpredictable. What
was believed to be a very gentle dog can become aggressive
when scared, resulting in a bite. It's better to be safe than sorry.
Also, a restrained dog cannot run out the front door and
become lost. Just in case, you should always have identification
tags fastened securely on your dog's collar. 

Don't lleave yyour ddog ooutside—Bring your pets inside, even if
you have a fenced yard or invisible fence. Pranksters love to
tease pets, or even be cruel to them, so protect them by putting
them in a safe place. 

Keep ddogs aaway ffrom ccandles
and ppumpkins—It's easy for a
dog to knock over a lit candle,
or pumpkin, with his tail dur-
ing a moment of excitement.
Keep pumpkins in a location
where your dog won't acci-
dentally knock them over. 

Think ttwice aabout ddressing uup
your ddog iin aa ccostume—Some dogs might enjoy being dressed
up, but many do not. Experiment first to see if your dog likes
being in a costume. If so, fine—he'll most likely enjoy himself. If
he shows any resistance, don't do it. There is enough stress for
dogs around Halloween without adding the discomfort of wear-
ing a costume. 

Keep ccandy aaway ffrom yyour ddog—Although exact statistics are
not known, many dogs become very sick, and some die, from
eating chocolate at Halloween. Many candies, especially choco-
late, are very toxic to dogs. Make certain that all candy is kept
well away from your dog, including used candy wrappers. And
be attentive when walking your dog after Halloween—trick-or-
treaters frequently drop candy. 

Have ffun, bbut tthink oof yyour ddog's ssafety—Finally, if you want
your dog to be involved in Halloween festivities, think about his
safety much as you would your own child. Your dog does not
understand Halloween, so he needs you to provide for his pro-
tection. 

Greg Schneider is a regular contributor to the Animal Insider. A dog
behavioral therapist and a central Ohio area representative for
BarkBusters Home Dog Training, Greg has been featured on NBC’s
Channel 4 in Columbus.

For more information on keeping your dog safe this Halloween, visit
www.barkbusters.com or call (877) 500-BARK.

Halloween Pet Safety
By Greg Schneider

Microchipping
Clinic

Cat Welfare is partnering with
HomeAgain, PetPeople, and
Columbus State Community College
to host microchipping clinics! The
cost is $25 per pet which includes the implantation of the
microchip and one year membership in their national data-
base, along with other benefits such as pet id cards and 24/7
emergency medical care.

Cats aand ddogs wwelcome. 
No aappointment nnecessary! 

Clinic dates, times & locations:
09/15/07 Dublin PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
09/22/07 Pickerington PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
09/29/07 Grandview PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
10/06/07 Upper Arlington PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
10/13/07 Clintonville PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
10/20/07 Westerville PetPeople, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
(this is a new location opening in September)

All proceeds benefit Cat Welfare Association. Payment methods are
cash and check only (payable to Cat Welfare). 
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Imagine a finely tuned machine operating each week
to save the lives of homeless animals who were next
in line to be euthanized. This machine would swoop

in, just in the nick of time, and whisk these lovable dogs
and cats off to a forever home of their own.
Unfortunately, there is no machine quite like that, but
Stop the Suffering rescue does its best to come close.
Each week approximately 80 animals who are sched-
uled to be euthanized are picked up at local shelters
and are transported to no-kill rescues. 

Since its founding, Stop the
Suffering has grown from
three dedicated individuals
working primarily with one
local shelter to 30 volunteers
pulling animals from 13 shel-
ters and coordinating with
250 rescues across 13 states,
though primarily in Ohio,
Michigan and Illinois. STS 
co-founder Pat Snelling shares
some insight on this extraordi-
nary feat.

AI) What made you decide to focus your efforts on
transporting animals from shelters that euthanize to no-
kill shelters? 

PS) We saw the need here in Licking County. The
euthanasia rate was 80%. We felt this was a great way
to help many dogs and cats find forever homes. Anita
Smith, our co-founder and president, was—and still is—
going to the pound everyday to save what animals she
could and she's the one who came up with the idea.
The euthanasia rate is now 19% or lower.

AI) This is an immense project requiring the time, ener-
gy and dedicated commitment of so many individuals.
How do you coordinate such an endeavor? 

PS) Anita is our transport coordinator. She absolutely
could not do this without the Internet. This is our key
tool in transport. She coordinates via email and cell
phone with other rescues and shelters every
Wednesday, setting up the transport that takes place
every Thursday, originating at the Licking County
Animal Shelter. 

Our drivers, Shelley and Doug, transported 4,293 dogs
and cats and drove 39,151.9 miles in 2006. Our drivers
also pay for their own gas the majority of the time.
Sometimes we do get a few "gas donations" from other
rescues, but not often. 

AI) I'm sure there have been many successes and disap-

pointments in the years that you have
been doing this. What has been the
most challenging aspect of your effort?

PS) There are several challenging aspects
of our rescue; first and foremost educating
the public on spay/neuter and responsible pet
ownership and trying to dispel the "throw away" atti-
tude of people. And of course, funding. We are always
looking for ways to fundraise, as we are always broke.
The other challenge is trying to save them all and
knowing that you can't. It's heartbreaking.

AI) What keeps you going?

PS) What keeps us going is our mission that I'm sure is
shared with all other rescues—the goal of no more
homeless pets. Sometimes it's hard to keep going as
everyone gets burned out; but all you have to do is look
in the eyes of the shelter dogs and cats and it's all worth
it. 

For more information or to find out how you can get
involved, visit www.StoptheSuffering.org

Spotlight on: 

Are you the one for me?
Schatzi gets a visit from a man interested in adopting a new
canine companion. In addition to their transportation efforts,

Stop the Suffering operates an adoption 
program for both dogs and cats.



Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic (cats)
Sept. 23, Oct. 7 & Nov. 18, Cozy Cat
Cottage, 62 Village Pointe Dr., Powell.
Males $35, Females $45. Register/pay
in advance. Vacinations, nails, ear
cleaning, deworming & rabies shots
are also available. Call (614) 336-8510 

Knox County Humane Society
Bingo! Every Thursday/Sunday
Thursday: Doors at 5 p.m., Bingo at 7
Sunday: Door at 2 p.m., Bingo at 4
AmVets, 206 West Ohio Ave. in Mount
Vernon. Call (740) 392-2287 for details.

Mingle with our Mutts,
/Multi-rescue adoption events! 12-2 p.m.
1st/3rd Sunday - Franklin County Dog
Shelter, 1731 Alum Creek Dr., Columbus
2nd Sunday - Bark Til Dark Dog Park,
1277 Hills-Miller Rd., Delaware.
www.MingleWithOurMutts.org

Pet Loss Support Group, Meets
the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 7 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at CORD Camera, 4784 N. High
Street, just north of downtown Columbus.
The Pet Loss Support Group can help you
answer questions and learn ways to cope
with the pain of losing a pet. Free. For
more information call: Dorothy Hall at
(614) 895-3416 or (614) 882-9338. 

September
15 6th Annual Doberfest 2007

Hand Me Down Dobes’ annual 
Doberman Reunion and Adoption 
event from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Bark Til Dark Dog Park, Delaware. 
Visit www.HandMeDownDobes.org

Animal Outreach Dog Wash
Stop out at STARBUCKS, 1315 W. 
Lane Avenue between Noon and 
4 p.m. for some deluxe washing, 
and a dog gone good time! All 
Proceeds benefit AO Programs. 
www. Animal-Outreach.org

Ohio Pug Rescue's 5th Annual 
Santa in September 
Whitehall Community Park, 402 N. 
Hamilton Road in Whitehall from 
10a.m. to 5p.m. Enjoy games, raf-
fles & snacks, & get pictures of 
your animals taken with Santa! 
Other rescues will be attending.
www.OhioPugRescue.com 

22 The Oberlin Doggie Doo
Rain or shine, Tappan Square in 
Oberlin, from 11a.m. to 4p.m. Join 
us for this annual fund-raiser for
local Lorain County animal shelters. 
Pooch Parade, vendors, food & fun!
www.Oberlin.org/DoggieDoo/ 

23 Pets Without Parents Bday Bash
PWP is celebrating its 6th year! 
Join us at the Hoover YMCA 
Optimist Lodge in Lockbourne for 
a fun-filled day. Cake, raffle, 
games & face painting, dog 
mingling, and photos withSanta!
www.PetsWithoutParents.net

29 3rd Annual Cat Caper 5K
Benefiting Cat Welfare Association. 
470 Glenmont Ave. in Clintonville. 
Kid’s Fun Run, breakfast from 
ChrisCakes and coffee from 
Crimson Cup, post-race raffle. Fun 
for the whole family including 
friendly, leashed dogs! Visit 
www.CatWelfareOhio.com/CatCaper/ 
for registration info. 

30 National Dachshund Races
Hancock County Fair Grounds, 
1017 E Sandusky St. in Findlay. 
Gates open at 10 a.m. Visit 
www.WeinerRace.com or call
(419) 420-7339 for more info.

October
6 4th Annual Walk for the Animals

Walk with your family, friends, & even 
your dog, & help improve the lives of 
animals at the Knox County Humane 
Society! For info, visit their website:
www.KnoxHumaneSociety.org

6 Boxer Bash 2007 (Dayton)
Contests, games, raffles, demonstra-
tions & more! Bring the whole family 
for a terrific day out & help Boxers in 
need of rescue and re-homing. See
www.GoBoxerRescue.com/Bash2007/

7 Dog Day at the Wex
Dogs, humans and dog lovers alike 
are invited to the Wexner Center for a 
pooch parade, photos, talent contest 
& more from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visit 
www.WexArts.org/cal/ for more info.

16 National Feral Cat Day
If you don’t believe in killing cats, then
you are already an advocate. Do 
something special to celebrate. Visit 
www.NationalFeralCatDay.org for info.

19 Paws on the Red Carpet
Fashion, fun & strutting our stuff on 
the runway! 6:30 to 11 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency in downtown 
Columbus. Proceeds benefit Capital 
Area Humane Society. For info, visit 
www.cahs-pets.org

November 
3 & 4 Annual Holiday Bazaar

Kick off the holiday shopping season 
by joining Cat Welfare for our annual 
Holiday Bazaar! Come join in the fun, 
food and feline festivities for a very spe-
cial shopping day! Sat. 9a.m. to 4p.m. 
or Sun. 1p.m. to 4p.m. Cat Welfare 
Association, 741 Wetmore Rd. Cols.
www.CatWelfareOhio.com

10 Fur Ball
Back by popular demand, the 
annual Fur Ball & Silent Auction 
returns to the Medallion Country 
Club complete with the famous 
"Dogs On The Catwalk" fashion 
show and a local celebrity host! Visit
www.DelawareCoHumaneSoc.org 
for more info & tickets.

We want to know about your events! Visit
www.Animal-Outreach.org/Ohio.html to sub-
mit yours! Be sure to include the date, time,
location and other relevant details!
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Calendar 
of  Events
September through

November 2007

is adopt a Shelter
Dog Month!

is adopt a
Senior Pet

Month!

Quality,
Affordable

Vet Care for
Your Pet

Care Pet Clinic
785 East Main Street
Columbus, OH 43205
(614) 252-4353
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Pet Cats and Wildlife: A Fatal Attraction

M any rehabilitators are frequently approached by peo-  
ple who tell them, somewhat abashedly, that their 
cats are constantly bringing in birds. While many cat

owners may believe their pet cannot possibly have a signifi-
cant impact just because it hunts, the cumulative devastation
of cat attacks on wildlife is substantial. With many species in
danger due to habitat loss, predation by house cats is yet one
more hardship we humans impose on wild animals already
struggling to survive in our human-dominated world. Yes,
tropical forests are being cleared, wetlands are being
destroyed, migratory birds are losing habitat along their entire
migration route, they are losing insect prey and even their
own lives to pesticides... but much of that feels beyond our
individual, immediate ability to control. Limiting the toll that
cats take on wildlife, however, is an action that is immediate
and effective on an individual basis.

Perhaps the answers to some commonly asked questions
about cats and wildlife will provide some ideas and solutions.

Q) Isn't hunting by cats natural?
A) While it may be "instinctive" for them to hunt, house cats
are not native to North America and they cause imbalances in
the ecology of an area by killing native wild animals. By being
at large at any time, day or night, they have an advantage
over native wild predators that tend to be either nocturnal or
diurnal (active during the day). Because their population num-
bers are artificially large due to being kept as pets, cats are
also far more common than the balance of nature would
allow for native predator species. Predators are supposed to
be rare, not abundant, in nature. Normally, the population of
prey species (i.e., the amount of available food) determines
the population of predators. With pets, who are not depend-
ent on the animals they catch for food, their numbers are
dependent only on the area's human population.

Q) Will putting a bell on my cat's collar help?
A) A bell is not normally a sound birds would associate with
danger. Although neighborhood adult birds may learn that
the bell sound of the local cat represents danger (assuming
they escape initially), young birds and less common birds that
are migrating through your yard will still be at risk. Also, many
cats are bright enough to figure out how to stalk silently even
with a bell. Some people have found that a 'rhinestone' collar
that reflects light, as well as two bells or more, may help some
—but there is no solution better than keeping the cat under
your control at all times.

Q) Aren't well-fed cats less of a threat to wildlife?
A) Because hunting is instinctive for cats, even well-fed cats
still hunt. A well-fed pet cat is apt to be more fit, and thus a
more successful hunter, than a feral cat that hunts to survive. 

Q) When are birds more at risk?
A) At any time during the nesting season (March through
October), both adults, which are harried with nesting duties,

try to defend their young and are at risk. Often the female
bird is taken while brooding her young on the nest, in which
case the nestlings will die of cold or starve to death, if they are
not killed as well. Young birds still unable to fly well are at
great risk. All birds are also at risk at night, at any time of the
year. In addition, birds may be vulnerable at birdbaths and/or
feeders, if there is low vegetation close by in which cats can
hide. Birds are most active in the early morning and at the
very least, cats should thus be
confined for the first few hours
after dawn and at night.

Q) Is there any way to protect
birds from neighborhood cats
at my feeder or birdbath?
A) Provide escape cover with
brush piles and thorny shrub-
bery for the birds to fly into,
but keep the ground clear
under the feeder or near the
bath so that cats cannot hide
within pouncing distance. In
extreme situations, erecting a cir-
cle of 2' tall chicken wire around a
feeding station may be effective.

Q) I feel terrible that my cat hunts, but he is used to roaming
outdoors and drives me crazy to go out. Can I train him to
stay indoors?
A) It may be hard to break an adult cat of the urge to roam
outdoors, but let your cat out as infrequently as possible, keep
him confined to your yard under your observation, and grad-
ually increase his stays indoors. Having your cat spayed or
neutered will help as well. It's best not to let a cat roam out-
doors to start with. A kitten which is not allowed to roam will
not expect to do so as an adult, and you will gain a loving pet
for many more years. A cat that lives indoors has a long life
expectancy. Cats that roam do not. The outdoors is danger-
ous for cats, too! And your vet bills will be much lower with-
out the risks of exposing your cat to cars, cat fights and dis-
eases, dogs, or larger predators.

Q) How else can I help?
A) Defend your backyard sanctuary against marauding cats.
Fencing a yard helps. Repel intruding cats with spray from a
garden hose. Speak up in support of laws that prohibit cats
from running at large on others' property. All native birds (no
matter how common!) are protected by state and/or federal
law, as are many mammals.

Louise Shimmel is Executive Director of the Cascades Raptor Center in
Oregon. Some portions of this article adapted from "Cat Facts," a bulletin
of the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association and "Cats and Wildlife—A
Conservation Dilemma,” published by the University of Wisconsin
Cooperative Extension Service. Visit www.eraptors.org/cats.htm to view
the full article. Excerpted and reprinted with permission from the author.

By Louise Shimmel

The author’s cat enjoys the outdoors
in a screened enclosure, providing

safety to both the cat and the wildlife.
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Homeward Bound: Adoptable Animals

Citizens for Humane Action, Inc.
(CHA) is a volunteer, non-profit ani-

mal shelter dedicated to finding
good permanent homes for home-
less cats and dogs in Franklin and

surrounding counties. 

Citizens for Humane Action
3765 Corporate Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43231 

Phone (614) 891-5280
www.CHAAnimalShelter.org

The shelter is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 6:30 p.m. until
8 p.m., Saturday and Sunday from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m.

Dorothy, aka "Big Girl" is a 2 year
old Airdale mix. She stands about
3 ft tall to the top of her head and
weighs approx. 50 lbs. An intelli-
gent, loyal companion, Dorothy
loves to play and chew on bones
and rawhides. She really is a sweet
girl and will make a wonderful
companion for someone looking
for loyalty and fun in a dog. 

Scotia
Scotia is a 1.5 year old female
Lab/Border Collie mix. She
weighs about 30 lbs. Scotia has a
sweet outgoing personality. She
gets along great with other dogs
and loves people. She has a nor-
mal doggy prey drive and is not
recommended for a home with
small animals. Scotia is very loyal
and loves to work on her training because she is so eager
to please! A great companion and a trusting best friend.

Dorothy, aka “Big Girl”

DogSOS is an all volunteer organization dedi-
cated to saving the lives of abandoned, neg-

lected and abused pets. As a community
organization, DogSOS seeks to promote edu-
cation about spay/neuter, behavior issues and

the proper re-homing of unwanted pets. 

Although our focus is primarily on rescuing dogs,
we also rescue cats, kittens, & other animals. 

DogSOS P.O Box 14400 Columbus, Ohio 43214
EMail: info@DogSOS.com or visit us on the web: www.DogSOS.com

Kensi & Gracie
Meet Kensi and Gracie. They and their siblings have been
raised in a foster home since they were three weeks old.
They are used to living with other cats and three large
dogs. They will usually come running if you call "Girls!" It is
the nick name for the whole litter! 

Rosie
Rosie is a beautiful mixed breed dog
who is a great snuggler! Her ideal
home would be a place that's not
too hectic with people who like to
walk and get out for daily exercise.
Rosie would prefer to be the only
dog so she can have ALL her fami-
ly's love and attention! She weighs
about 50 lbs. and is 5 years old.

Verbena
Verbena is a petite sweet calico.
She is a little shy at first but will
warm up to you quickly! Verbena
is a little over a year old and look-
ing for that special home to call
her own!

Fox
Fox is a 35 lbs, 3 year old
Australian Shepherd/Golden
Retriever. This cute little blondie
is a sweet pup who needs an
experienced handler. He would
thrive as an only dog, but also
gets along with some other dogs
if they are not dominant or excit-

ed around him. He loves to go for walks and walks very
well on a leash. He is housebroken and crate-trained.



A sstray ccat iis nnot aa fferal ccat.

A stray is a cat who has been abandoned or who has strayed
from home and become lost. Stray cats can usually be re-social-
ized and adopted.

A fferal ccat iis aan uunsocialized ccat.

Either he was born outside and never
lived with humans, or he is a house cat
who has strayed from home and over
time has become unsocialized to
humans.

Feral ccats sshould nnot bbe ttaken tto llocal
shelters tto bbe aadopted.

Feral cats are not pet cats, and they will
be killed at most shelters. Because
they're unadoptable, they sometimes
don't even make it to the shelter, but
are killed in the animal control truck.
Even no-kill shelters are not able to
place feral cats in homes.

Feral kkittens ccan bbe aadopted.

Feral kittens can often be adopted into homes, but they must be
socialized in their first weeks of life. This is a critical window and
if they aren't handled in time, they will remain feral and there-
fore unadoptable. 

Feral ccats hhave aabout tthe ssame llifespan aas ppet ccats.

And they contract diseases at about the same low rate. The inci-
dence of disease in feral cat colonies is no higher than among
owned cats.

Trap aand rremove ddoesn't work.

Not only would you have to continue to
remove cats, this process is extremely
costly. Other cats simply move in to take
advantage of the available resources,
and they breed prolifically, quickly form-
ing a new colony. 

Trap, nneuter, aand rreturn ddoes work.

No more kittens. Their numbers gradual-
ly go down. The annoying behaviors of
mating cats—yowling or fighting—stop.
Cats are vaccinated and are fed on a
regular schedule. This ongoing care cre-
ates a safety net for the cats and the
community.

You ccan mmake aa ddifference aand ssave llives.

Together we can educate people about the humane solution,
TNR, and show how efficient and effective it can be. To learn
more or to find tools to help you educate people in your area,
go to www.AlleyCat.org.
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Support the work of Animal Outreach!

Yes!
I want to have an impact on the lives of animals. Please accept my contribution: 
_____ $10   _____ $25   _____ $50   _____ $100   _____ $250   _____ Other:____________

I would like to sponsor ______ issues of The Animal Insider ($10 per issue)

Donations are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.

Name

Address City State Zip

Phone Email Address

Prevention is the key in the fight against pet overpopulation! With your support we can reduce the
number of homeless pets by encouraging responsible pet ownership.

Please make checks payable to Animal Outreach, Inc., and mail to:
Animal Outreach, P.O. Box 892, Westerville, Ohio 43086

October 16th is National Feral Cat Day

National Feral Cat Day is a project of Alley Cat Allies, 7920 Norfolk Avenue, Suite 600, Bethesda, MD 20814 
www.AlleyCat.org

Discover tthe TTruth AAbout FFeral CCats:


